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7 DESCRIPTION

(Check One)
{71 Excellent {_} Good b Fair {7) Deterioroted [T} Ruins (7] Unexposed
CONDITION (Chz-c-k_?)m.-) - (Check One)
% Alicred {7} Unalicred o [} Moved X Original Site
(LEscrRIDE THE THESENT AND OMIGINAL (if Rronen) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The group of five row houses sets on the westerly side
of Decatur Street on the northwesterly corner of Fulton
Street, in the third khlock north of Baltimore Avenue in
Cunberland, Allegany County, Maryland. The properties
are known as numbers 200, 202, 204, 206, and 208 Decatur
Street. ' ,

- The row consists of five adjoining brick structures
with a cormmon facade and a brick ccrnice. The bond of the
brick is American Common (7 streachers to 1 header ).

Each house is two «nd a half stories hich with a cut stone
foundation and three bays across the Decatur Street facade.
The southerly end kuilding (200) has four bays along the
Fulton Street side. Bach bay has brick flat arches. The
common walls between the units and the northerly and westerly
end walls extend above the roof line. Each of these walls
contain doublz interior chimneys excerpt the wall between
200 and 202 waich appears to have had only one chimneyv
originally. 208 was covered in receni years with mocern
siding. The roofs of 200, 202, and 2(4 have asbestos
coverings. 206 and 208 have £in roofs. Each unit has a
rnasonry stoop. , .

206 and 208 have large modern windows in the center
bays with doorways in the outer pavs. The first flooxr of
208 houses a dry cleaning establishment (Ray the Reliable

bay with wincows in the cther bays. 106 has a transom with
three lichts above the main entrances. The transoms above
the entrance at 202 and 204 is closed off but visible. The
door sills of 202, 204, and 206 projext out slightly.

There is evidence that the Decatar Street entrance
for 200 may have originally been in tie center bay. The
flat arch =bove the center bay, now a window, extends
beyond the width of the window on bota sides. The top
foundation stone immediately below th2 window projects out
similar to the door sills of the otherx sections. The present
door sill is flush with the foundation wall. There 1is
a flat arch above the present doorway, however, it is akout
a foot above and there 1s nc transom. The southerly wall
of 200 has a doorway in the third bay west of Decatur Street.
This doorway also shows signs of alteration, possibly a
window opening originally. The cut stone foundation

is made of rubble stone. _

Most of the windows of the row have doubl e-hung,
wooden sashes with six over six lights. The botrom sashes
of the first floor windows on the facade and first two
windows along Fulton Street of 200 and the upper level
windows of 206 have one light. The external ends Oif Eflne
window frames are f£flat--200 through 208 Decatur Street---and

Cleaner). The entrances for 200, 202%, 204 are in the southerly

extends west oniv: to the sccond bay, the rest cf the foundatiocn
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h. SIGNIFICANCE

PLIIOD (Check One or bosr an Appropriate)
[T} Pia-Columbian: ) 16tk Century {7} 18th Centuny [} 20th Century
{3 1514 Century {2 17ah Century % 19th Century

SPECIFIC GATE!S) (If Applicable and Known) Ci rca'’ 1830 ! SINEG 1840 f S
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]

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More Appropriotce)

Abotiginal [[J Education [} Pclitical L3 Urban Planning
) ke 51| gty i2) Religion/Phi. () Other (Specity)
[[J Historic (3 ndustry losophy

[ Agiiculture ] Invention {7} Scicnce

X Asrchitecture [T} Landscope [} Sculpruie

[ Arnt Aschitectue, {_} Social/Humaon-

7] Commerce [ Litersture itaricn

[] Communicotions T Mititary 1) Theoter

()} Conservatian {71 Music I"7 Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGHNIFIC ANCE

This group of mid nineteenth century row houses is
important for its architecture. It represents an urban
form cf comestic architecture that is not commonly found in
Cuiberland, Marylané@. The_row house, a major tocl for defin-
ing urban scale ang space,* was overshadowed.in popularity
in this Western Maryland town by thas detached and semi-
detached house, even after late nineteenth century industrial-
ism created the pressure for rore housing and denser land
Ooccupaticn. .

The Decatur Street croup is one of the oldest rows
remainine in the city. It was built in the 1840's or
early 18Z0's. Dacatur Straze: is 3 part of Smith's Additicn
to Cumberland and was laid cut about the mid 1840"s, The
'TOW house group is shown cn the 1353 Map of Cumberland.

well intc the twentieth century. It was named in honor of
Commodore Stephen Decatur, hero of the Anerican expeditions
against the Barbary pirates. The street never attained tha
"upper class" status that was associated with the Washincton
Street area although varicus professional families resided
along it. This group of row houscs is indicative of the
atmosphere that once characterized the street. Neither
bretenticus or massive, the build:ng has a refined and intima+t
quality showing the scale of human use. Its classically

lined facade creates a rhythm tha: is carrieg aiong the

street in the facades of other mid nineteenth century classica
buildings. In recent years the area has begun to decline

and- urban blight threatens to destroy this important part

of Cumberland’'s heritage. '

1Vincent'Scully, American Architecture and Urbanism.
(New York: Praeger Publishers, 1969)pp. 80-83.

Decetur Street was a fahsionable resicential neighboricod:
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Number wll cntrics) o
Row houses
4. OWHER OF PROFERTY, continucd
200 A. L. Beall, Owner £32-263
208 Decetur Street 207 2 72"
Curlserliand, Marylana
202 Chestex C. Rikg 435-573
Route 4, Brice Hallow Rcad 20" xx 72°
Cumberland, iarvland
204 Chester C. King 295-179 "
Route 4, Brice Hallow Road 20" x 72°
Cumberland, Maryland
206 A. L. Eeal: 412-207
206 Decatur Street 18" » 72°
Curiderland, Maryland
208 W. Ravmond Reall 438-653
208 Decetur Street 19' x 72!
Cumberland, Marviandg
7. DESCRIFTICN, continued

cf the exterior doors appear

to be original. The outer c¢ge of the window frames are
flak with a bead.
Rencvations have beer made to {he interiors, however,
bite of the corigiral fabric remain. Some 0f the woodwork
in the front room of 202 is simple in design and characteris:-ic
of the late Neo-Classical peEHeEl.
The ceneral condition of the siructures 1s fair to good
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LATITUDE AKD L ONGITUDEL COORCINATES LATITUNE AND LONGIYTUDE COOROINATES
GEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROSFRTY G CEFINING THr CENnTLR FOINY OF A P<OPERTY
. R _OF LESS Tit&iy TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITLOE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LCNGITUDE
Degrees Minotes Seconds ! Degrees Minutes Scconds Degrees linutes Seceonds Cegrees HMinutes Scconds
o * (o] ~ ~n
NW - ° ' 2 29 39 19- 788 Ay ° F2
NE c 0 - ) . o
SE @ 0 " o , .
IW o ’ . (4] ’ o_ o
APPROXIMMATE ACREAGE CF NOMINATEO FROFPERTY: 100 fecet bv 72 feet:
1L1ST ALL STATES AND COU!' TIES FOR FROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: cocrm COUNTY cCOOE
STATG: COOE | COUNTY: COOE
STATE: CODE COUNTY COOE
o
STATE: CODE COUNTY: COoDE
. i |

. FORM FREPARED BY

NAME AILND TVTLE:

Ronald L. Andrews, Consultant--Historic

Snxiev

ORGANIZATION

Tri-County Ccuncil for Western

Maryland, Inc.

DATE

huiv 24, 1974 |

STREET AND NUMBER:

Suite 510, Alconguin Motor Inn

CITY OR TOWN:

Cuntzexrland

STATE COCE

Mayryland 24

CERTIFICA1ICH

!12._ STATE LIAISOR CFFICE ; NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION
As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na- - ’
Y by rtify that this wwrly is i ded in the
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1906 (Public Law 1" behadls' Ea U S 16 pROFCIY IS TEHREEE 59 s
R0.665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion w2 ama RS T
in the National Register anc certify that it has been - -
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended - -
= : ) : . Director, Offics of Archeology =nd Historic Prescrvation
level of significance of this nomination is:
National [ Stat: [[J *+ Local [
Daite
Name X .
Arthur C. Townsend LT
» * .
(;? Tige State Historic Preservetion
Officer Kreper of The National Register
Dute Date

GPu 931.894
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